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DRAFTED BY NEA/ARN :WNHOWELL:PDW 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN :MDRAPER 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
NEA DISTRIBUTION ONLY 

128263 192117Z/62 

R 19201 1Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 155321 

STADIS ///////////////////////////// 

FOR CHARGE FROM NEA/ARN DRAPER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWRY 

REF: (A) DAMASCUS 3336, (B) DAMASCUS 3382 

1 . WE NOTE FROM REFTEL (A) TOUTAH'S AGREEMENT TO TRANSMIT 
PETITIONS OR AT LEAST FULL LIST OF NAMES OFFICIALLY TO 
COL. MESSAOUD. IT WILL BE HELPFUL TO US TO KNOW WHEN HE 
HAS IN FACT DONE SO SINCE THIS IS THE ONLY WAY THAT THESE 
CASES WILL GET INTO THE SYRIAN DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. 

SEEMS TO US THAT SEVERAL RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON, APPARENT RELAXATION OF TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS (REFTEL B), AND RECEDING MEMORY OF JUNE 6 
ISRAELI SYRIAN JEWRY OBSERVATION) MAKE IT EASIER TO CON- 
TINUE STEADY, IF UNSPECTACULAR, PROGRESS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 155321 

2. WE WILL BE TAKING INTO SERIOUS CONSIDERATION YOUR 
SUGGESTION RE PERSONAL PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE, WRITTEN OR 
ORAL, FOR NEW AMBASSADOR TO CONVEY UPON ARRIVAL. IMPACT, 
HOWEVER, WOULD BE GREATER IF MESSAGE WERE TO ARRIVE A 
MOMENT WHEN WAY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR A POSITIVE DECISION ON 
AT LEAST SOME OF NEW PETITIONS. FOR THIS REASON, IT IS 
ESSENTIAL THAT THE DOCUMENTATION BE ENTERED INTO THE SYRIAN 
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BUREAUCRACY SOON SO THAT IT WILL REACH THE PRESIDENCY FOR 
DECISION IN NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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